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     Over the past month 

and a half there have been 

two armed robberies in the 

area of the Silver State 

Shopping Center at Prater 

and McCarran and the 

apartment complex across 

the street at 800 Nichols 

Blvd.   

 

 

SUSPECT                          

Asian/Polynesian 

Male 

5’8”- 5’10” 

150-200 lbs 
18-20 years old 
Short dark hair 

. 

Armed Robbery ð Las Vegas Area  

              

 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
     A group of professional burglars has been hitting pawnshops and jewelry stores around the 

country. The group is based in Florida, but is known to have hit businesses in Alabama, Geor-

gia, Tennessee, and Kentucky over the last few years. I have worked this group in some capac-

ity since 1997. They are well organized and utilize equipment like night vision glasses, walkie 

talkies, and cell phones. 

 
     The members of the group are of Cuban descent and were originally all related. Some of the 

original members are currently incarcerated, but the newer members that had been recruited 

over the years are continuing the business. 

 
     They normally gain entry through the roof of the businesses by removing vents or tearing 

through. Pick axes, pry bars, and other similar equipment have been left behind on the roof of 

the business. The hole is normally close to the target, (the safe), which gives the indication they 

have some prior knowledge to its location. They then enter the safe by either using a grinder or 

a torch. Water from the business is used to keep the safe cool while it is being worked on. To 

our knowledge jewelry is the only property that has been taken during these burglaries.   

 
     We have had a few instances where the business was in a strip shopping center. The group 

entered a vacant business in the shopping center and went through walls to reach directly be-

hind the target safe. There are only three of these instances that I am aware of. There is a list of 

names that continue to grow daily, of known members of this group. Our goal is to accumulate 

information and share the intelligence with agencies that are actively working these types of 

cases. There are numerous agencies that are working cases on this group. If you have any simi-

lar instances please email me at clearusa@bellsouth.net, and I will try to connect you with the 

agencies actively working this group. 

 

Submitted by Det. Jack Gee  

 

clearusa@bellsouth.net  
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    St. Pete Times July 29, 2009 
      Sunbathers and fishermen apparently aren't the only ones looking for cool, high-end sunglasses this summer — thieves are, too. 

They struck Elegant Eyewear on Corey Avenue in St. Pete Beach late Saturday night, breaking through a plate glass door and stealing 

Chanel, Prada, and other stylish lenses. "They went right for the good stuff," said owner Chuck Eubanks, who said about 70 pairs with 

a total value of about $5,000 were stolen, as well as several pairs of custom-made frames. From Tampa to St. Pete Beach, law enforce-

ment officials are investigating a recent wave of burglaries at optical stores in which large numbers of expensive sunglasses were sto-

len. So far, the thefts are not believed to be the work of a single ring of thieves, officials say. Rather, they appear to be sporadic "smash-

and-grab" crimes that surface when the weather warms up. 

 
     In all five recent cases, there are no suspects. No surveillance video was captured, and there are few eyewitness accounts. Also on 

Saturday night, thieves broke into the Sunglass Hut store at Baywalk in St. Petersburg, police said. It was not immediately clear how 

much merchandise was taken from that store. On June 9, burglars struck at 5 a.m. at Disston Optical, 3435 49th St. N, where about 200 

pairs of Costa Del Mar fishing sunglasses, which retail from $150 to $275, were stolen, according to police. William Proffitt, a spokes-

man for the St. Petersburg Police, said the department's robbery squad was working with other agencies on the investigations. In Bellair 

Bluffs, the Pinellas County Sheriff's Office is investigating a robbery at Bellair Opticians, 100 Indian Rocks Road N. In that case, two 

male suspects came in to the store on July 16 and swiped several pairs of sunglasses while the owner was in the store, officials said. 

Law enforcement and industry officials point to several reasons why sunglasses are attractive for thieves. They are lightweight and 

usually gathered in large bunches, which can be easily swiped into a duffle bag. Optical stores typically do not use video cameras or 

elaborate security. Generally, the frames do not have serial numbers. And quick resale is as simple as logging onto the Internet. A 

search for "sunglasses" on Craigslist revealed more than a dozen offers for "new" Chanel, Oakley, Prada, Versace sunglasses and Costa 

Del Mar fishing lenses selling for half their retail cost."It's everywhere. It's on Craigs­list, it's on eBay, it's in the flea markets, it's being 

bartered out for other things that can include drugs," said Marianne Pasha, a spokeswoman for the Pinellas County sheriff's office.  

 
     In New Tampa, one or more thieves broke into Eye Deal Optical, 18017 Highwoods Preserve Parkway on July 23. They went right 

for the Dolce & Gabana, Versace, Christian Dior and Marc Jacobs, said owner Robert Luckey."It's going to be very difficult to find 

these people,'' he said, "and I think they realize that."  

 

 

Researcher Shirl Kennedy contributed to this story.  
 

Luis Perez can be reached at lperez@sptimes.com or (727) 892-2271. 

     Incidents in Indianapolis, IN, Pasadena, TX and Rosenberg, TX.  In three incidents, 

suspects have gained entry after the business hours by cutting a hole through the roof.  

Phone lines and alarm cables are disabled prior to entry. Suspects stay in store for several 

hours making multiple trips. Large wood 2x4s or similar items are used to destroy motions 

sensors and audible alarms. Suspects have targeted fine jewelry, but also have stolen large 

amounts of other merchandise including fragrances, Levi’s, and screen printed tees. Sus-

pects have also attempted unsuccessfully to gain entry to a cash office. Suspects leave the 

store via an emergency exit door on which they have disable any audible alarms.   

      
     Suspects are believed to be a pair of African American males in their mid to late 20’s.  

Other retailers are also believed to have been victimized. The two most recent incidents 

have occurred in the Houston area. In the most recent incident, officers responding to the 

alarm not identifying an exterior entry point, did not search the store until contacted by the 

opening manager the following morning. 

 

Submitted by James Hooper   

 

jjhooper@jcpenney.com 
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      The robberies, the location, and the suspect involved are similar. On 6/9/09 at 2111hrs the suspect approached 

the victim at her vehicle after she left work at the Silver State Shopping Center. He produced a knife, demanded 

money and forced the victim into her truck. The suspect then drove the victim to her ATM at the Wells Fargo in 

the South end of the same parking lot and withdrew money from the victims account. He then stole the victims 

vehicle and left the area. The suspect was wearing a khaki colored hooded sweatshirt and khaki colored shorts 

with stripes.  
       
     On 7/17/09 at 1517hrs the victim noticed the suspect after she leaves work in the Silver State Shopping Center.  

They make eye contact and the suspect sits on a bench as the victim walks by. The victim continues South to-

wards the apartments at 800 Nichols and enters the complex through the North gate which is adjacent to the shop-

ping center. Once in the apartment complex the suspect approached the victim, produces a knife and demands 

money. The robbery in interrupted when a neighbor came out. The suspect then flees the area in an unknown di-

rection. The suspect was wearing a black hooded sweatshirt and light grey sweatpants with writing down the leg.  

      
     A sketch is attached with this media release. Sparks P.D. Detectives are asking anyone with information regard-

ing this crime to contact Detective Jason Woodard or the Detective Division at (775) 353-2225 or Secret Witness 

at (775) 322-4900 

 

Submitted by Mark Neapolitan 

 

MNeapoli@jewels.com 

  

Submitted by Mark Neapolitan  

MNeapoli@jewels.com 

 

 

     Subjects cut jewelry spinner display secu-

rity cables and conceal merchandise in lug-

gage prior to exiting store. The subjects circle 

around the store a number of times before 

committing  the theft, and use distraction 

techniques during the crime. The subjects  

pictured were recently seen in the JC Penny  

store in the Newpark Mall just prior to clos-

ing. The female pictured in the left photo 

selected a large suitcase and proceeded to the 

fine jewelry department. The subject in the 

right photo distracted an associate while the 

cable to the jewelry spinner was cut. The 

display was taken to a near by department 

and placed in a suitcase. The subjects ex-

ited the store using separate exits. If any-

one has additional information , please 

contact Walt Bradnick at (916) 919-7025. 
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There is a new website 
that has huge potential to 
promote employee theft 
and boosted products.    

 
The website, http://

www.employeediscounte
d.com/  encourages em-
ployees to sell their em-
ploy discounted prod-

ucts on like at this web-
site.  It goes further to 
ensure that this will be 

done in total secrecy so 
no employer will dis-

cover what employs are 
participating.  This web-

site bears watching . 

      

A tool has been discovered being used to bypass the 

spider wrap alarm systems. It was discovered after 

recovering the removed spider wrap the subject had 

bypassed the security alarm by utilizing a set of alliga-

tor clamps and wire, also known as jumper wire.  

 

     The subject attached one clamp to one of the spider 

wrap wires after striping back a portion of the wire. 

The subject then used a cutting device to cut the spi-

der wrap wire.  

      

     The alarm did not sound due to the fact the 

“jumper wires” were attached continuing the cir-

cuit. This device has been seen occurring in Sacra-

mento & Las Vegas  

 

Submitted by 
Curt Crum Supervisor, Crime Prevention Unit 

Organized Retail Crime Boise Police Department 

333 N. Sailfish Boise, Idaho   83704 

CCRUM@cityofboise.org        
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òEnforcement Through Educationó 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.businesswatch.ca  

     The  Coalition of Law Enforcement and Retail was formed in November 2008 by 

a group of Law Enforcement and Retail Loss Prevention professionals that saw the 

need for the foundation of a partnership.  

 

Some of our main goals and objectives for this partnership: 

 

¶ To encourage mutual cooperation between all law enforcement agencies and 

retail corporations throughout the united states toward the goal of detection, 

prevention, and investigation of property crimes and the apprehension of the 

perpetrators. 

¶ To promote and encourage municipal, county, state, and federal organizations 

to create and support enforcement and detection units to combat property crime 

such as but not limit to; organized retail crime, fencing of stolen property, 

cargo theft, identity theft and fraud, burglary, theft, and organized property 

crime schemes. 

¶ To organize on a national basis those departments and associations who qualify 

for membership. 

¶ To accumulate and disseminate information of interest to all members in an 

effort to facilitate the duties of Law Enforcement and Retail property crime 

investigators. 

¶ To track and propose, both state and national legislation concerning property 

crime investigations as brought forth by individual states and organization 

 

 

 

 

 

Centralï  
 

Fraud Investigators Association of Texas 
2009 Combined FRAUD CONFERENCE 

with IAFCI   

 
October 8th & 9th, 2009  Fort Worth, 

Texas 
 

Holiday Inn DFW South - call 1-817-399-
1800 to make your reservation. 

 

Email:  
deena.albert@viewpointbank.com  

http://

www.clearusa.org/ 

Intelligence from around the country 
for the Property Crime Investigator 

P.O. Box 971112 

Coconut Creek, Fl 33097  

Detective Jack Gee 954 -828-5897 

clearusa@bellsouth.com Or  

Investigator Mitzi Perry   

727-893-7592 

mitzi.perry@stpete.org  
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Eastern- 

 

Florida Law Enforcement Property Recov-
ery Unit 

 
Annual Conference November 3-6, 2009 

 
Rosen Plaza Hotel, 9700 International 
Drive, Orlando, Florida 32819-8117. 

 

Go to www.flepru.org for more informa-

tion and agenda 

 

 Interested in being a sponsor  
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